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to accept his championing of the ancient theory of hollow-bladed
axes. The metaphor from ship-building seems as clear as daylight.

You may have thought me cavalier in preferring my own way
to W.'s professional suggestions, sometimes: not his verbal
suggestions, but his archaeology. Yet, actually, I'm in as strong
a position vis-a-vis Homer as most of his translators. For years
we were digging up a city of roughly the Odysseus period. I have
handled the weapons, armour, utensils of those times, explored
their houses, planned their cities. I have hunted wild boars and
watched wild lions, sailed the Aegean (and sailed ships), bent
bows, lived with pastoral peoples, woven textiles, built boats and
killed many men. So I have odd knowledges that qualify me to
understand the Odyssey^ and odd experiences that interpret it to
me. Therefore a certain headiness in rejecting help.

I have no more for you yet. My R.A.F. interruption is almost
over, pro tern, and I hope to get xxi into shape before another
week is passed.

The pleasurable memory of this Odyssey business will be our
relations. I have found you the most considerate editor and
producer imaginable, and it has been very enjoyable to work for
you. The money will also be pleasurable, and alas also, too soon,
a memory!                                                                   T.E.SHAW.

432:   TO BRUCE ROGERS
25/2/31.
Dear B.R., I have yet a confession of delay to make. First, a
delay in London, then a visit of some people to Plymouth; then
another business trip to London: then a crash of a Flying Boat,
followed by its Court of Enquiry and an Inquest: and tomorrow
a detachment to near Southampton for ten days to test a new fast
motor boat for the R.A.F.
The upshot of all this is no more Odyssey. I am still working
on Book xxi and it will be the end of April before I finish, if all
goes well after this ten days. I am sorry again.
I have your Bible sheets always in the workshop office, on
public view, and I call them superb. So undemonstratively